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President, AAP-OC Chapter
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Dr. Paul Qaqundah 
AAP-OC President 1985-1987

"Don’t let these changing and challenging 
times in medicine stop you from doing your 

best for children and their families. Medicine 
never changes; people will always get sick 

and need their physician to take care of them. 
What changed is who pays the bill. Get 

involved with your local and national AAP and 
always be advocates for children, their families 
and yourselves. It is an honor to work and help 

children and their families."



COVID Numbers 
& School Reopening 

in Orange County

David Núñez, MD, MPH, FAAP

Medical Director, Community & Nursing Services

HCA COVID Schools Response Team

Public Health Services, OCHCA



CDPH Tier Framework Metrics

OC: 5.2

OC: 4.2%



Orange County COVID-19 Dashboard (9-14-20)
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OC COVID-19 cases City Map (all ages)



OC COVID-19 cases City Map (children)



OC COVID-19 cases City Map (children)







Monthly Change in % COVID Positivity by City

https://www.stat.uci.edu/covid19/positivity-maps.html 

https://www.stat.uci.edu/covid19/positivity-maps.html


Waivers vs. Countywide Reopening

• TK-6 waivers: 131/139 approved. Many reopened in August.
• CDPH guidance on specialized services in stable cohorts at schools (8/24)
• OC moved into the Red Tier (Tier 2) on September 8.
• Reopening of all schools permitted on September 22—out of Tier 1 for at 

least 14 days
• No further waiver applications
• Some schools/districts may choose to remain closed 

• If data reverts to more restrictive tier for 2 consecutive weeks we revert 
back

• Schools may remain open if OC reverts to Tier 1, but may be subject to additional 
public health measures, surveillance

• Schools that have not reopened must wait until we reach Tier 2 again for 14 days 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID19CountyMonitoringOverview.aspx 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID19CountyMonitoringOverview.aspx


COVID Case Reporting & Investigation

• Schools are required to notify HCA about COVID-19 cases in students 
or staff by the next business day via HRL (800) 564-8448 (option 2)

• HCA public health nurses and physicians 
• Assist with case investigations and contact tracing activities 
• Provide guidance regarding identifying individuals with high risk and low risk 

exposures

• Provide recommendations about isolation of cases and quarantine of close 
contacts

• Provide exposure-specific notification language to aid facilities/sites in their 
post-exposure outreach

• Monitor case reports to identify and investigate disease clusters



School/District Closures

• Cluster: >/= 3 cases in a school/site

• HCA’s messaging will indicate that we investigate “when 2 or more 
cases are identified in a school or workplace”

• School closure may be appropriate when there are multiple cases in 
multiple cohorts at a school or when at least 5 percent of the total 
number of teachers/student/staff are cases within a 14-day period, 
depending on the size and physical layout of the school. 

• Superintendent should close a school district if 25% or more of 
schools in a district have closed due to COVID-19 within 14 days, and 
in consultation with the local public health department.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Schools%20Reopening%20Recommendations.pdf 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Schools%20Reopening%20Recommendations.pdf


HCA Web Resource Links

• https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/ 
• https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-testing 
• https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/coronavirus-in-oc 
• https://coronavirus.egovoc.com/guidance-child-care-schools-and-institutions

-higher-education

• http://www.ochealthiertogether.org/tiles/index/display?alias=covidtoolkit  

https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/
https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-testing
https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/coronavirus-in-oc
https://coronavirus.egovoc.com/guidance-child-care-schools-and-institutions-higher-education
https://coronavirus.egovoc.com/guidance-child-care-schools-and-institutions-higher-education
http://www.ochealthiertogether.org/tiles/index/display?alias=covidtoolkit
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 Population Health CHOC Children’s



21LONG LIVE CHILDHOOD

CHOC-UCI-OCHCA 
Collaboration

• Open to school staff only
• M-F 8 am-6 pm provider availability
• Answer questions/provide guidance
• Education for staff/administrators
• School nurse resource
• Review re-opening plans
• Use of evidence-based 

recommendations
• NOT providing patient care
• NOT doing contact tracing
• NOT making opening decisions
• Staying out of politics



22LONG LIVE CHILDHOOD

UCI-OCHCA-CHOC Collaboration
• Designed for real-time use by nurses or 

health aids
• Based on CDC, CDPH,  and AAP 

guidelines



23LONG LIVE CHILDHOOD

Back to School Clearance



• This unique, first-of-its-kind 
study is beginning

• CHOC and UCI IRB approval is 
complete

• Four OC Schools
✔ 2 schools in Santa Ana
✔ 1 school that cares for 

special needs children
✔ 1 private school



Team
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Dan Cooper, MD
Pediatrics, Pulmonologist
UC Irvine, CHOC
Associate Vice Chancellor Research 

Diana Stephens, MBA
Project Director | UC Irvine

Jessica Ardo, MSW, BA
Clinical Research Coordinator| CHOC

Kirsten Kasper, BA
Clinical Research Coordinator | CHOC

Erlinda Ulloa, MD, MSc
Pediatrics, Infectious Disease 
UC Irvine, CHOC



DISCUSSION

Dr. Michael Weiss, CHOC Children’s
Michelle DeHaven, RN, BSN, PHN, NCSN
Dr. David Núñez, OC Health Care Agency



Become an AAP-OC Chapter Member

www.aap-oc.org/membership

Support our Chapter

www.aap-oc.org/support-us

https://www.aap-oc.org/membership/
https://www.aap-oc.org/support-us/


Some Good 
News...



Join Us this Fall
CME Events:

● September 23, 2020 A Play Date for Active Play – Early Childhood Obesity Prevention Collaborative

6:30PM – 8:00PM

● October 14 Influenza Vaccine Talk (Susan Hoffman, MD)

6:00PM – 7:30PM

● October 24 Infant and Early Childhood Nutrition Conference

8:00AM – 11:30AM

● November (TBD) Non-viral Consequences of COVID-19

6:00PM – 7:00PM

MOC-4 Quality Improvement Project

ACEs Aware Peer-to-Peer Learning Program October 2020 - June 2021



@AAPOC4Families

@AAPOCParaLasFamilias



@ocaap @OCAAP@AAPOCChapter4

Better Together!

www.aap-oc.org 

http://www.aap-oc.org/

